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of the special A.V.H. police in firing on the crowd seriously inflamed
passions. Workers from neighbouring areas flocked into the capital to
join the students, and many soldiers who supported them provided them
with arms. According to the United Nations Report, the army practically
disintegrated.
The revolt soon spread to the provinces. Revolutionary and Workers
Councils were set up to take over authority from the various Communist
authorities. They declared their intention of restoring a democratic form
of government and they endorsed the sixteen points of the students'
resolution.
The Prime Minister Gero left the country and Imre Nagy formed a
government consisting of non-Communists as well as Communists.
Battles between the insurgents and the A.V.H. had now gone on for
several days, but Nagy's first act was to order a cease-fire while he nego-
tiated for the removal of U.S.S.R. troops. At the same time he announced
his intention of dissolving the A.V.H. and ending the one-party system of
government. He then reconstituted his Cabinet, including in it repre-
sentatives of the smallholders and the National Peasants. Many political
prisoners, including Cardinal Mindszenty, were released.
The U.S.S.R., however, had only used the negotiations as a means of
playing for time. Soviet forces advanced in battle formation and attacked
the capital. Kadar, the First Secretary of the Party, who had at first sup-
ported Nagy and had declared that Hungary must follow its own path to
Socialism, *not by slavishly imitating foreign example*, now changed
round completely. With armed Soviet support he formed a new govern-
ment, though it was quite clear that the real authority rested with the
Soviet military command.
Fierce fighting continued for some days, but the end was inevitable.
The revolution was ruthlessly crushed. Many thousands of citizens were
deported and the power of the newly formed Revolutionary Council was
soon broken by the Russian forces. By the end of 1956 non-Communist
organizations had been completely excluded from public life. Freedom
of speech had again ceased to exist. The Kadar regime had no popular
support and had indeed to face pa$sive resistance which was only broken
by measures so severe that, according to the United Nations report, one
hundred and ninety thousand Hungarians left the country- Nagy, who
was abducted by the Russian authorities shortly after the installation of
Kadar, and subsequently executed, had struggled valiantly for the liberties
of his people, but had been broken by the might of the Soviet military
machine*